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OvervIeW
Trafficking in persons (TIP), particularly 
in women and children, is the modern 
day slave trade. It is a multi-billion dollar 
business and the third largest criminal 
industry next to trafficking illegal drugs 
and weapons. The International Labor 
Organization estimates that global profits 
from forced labor and trafficked victims 
reaches $44.3 billion every year. An 
estimated 27 million people are held 
captive around the world at any given 
time—forced into sexual slavery, labor, 
domestic servitude, armed conflict, 
begging networks, or bought and sold for 
their body parts. Victims of this horrific 
market suffer repeated rapes, beatings, 
forced abortions, mental abuse, and 
isolation. They also endure physical and 
mental health implications, including 
HIV/AIDS, reproductive complications, 
post-traumatic stress, and severe 
depression. In addition to the gross human 
rights abuses suffered by victims, TIP 
fuels internal and cross-border conflicts 
that destabilize whole regions, encourage 
transnational and organized crime, 
and promote corruption at all levels of 
government. World Hope International’s 
(WHI) mission is to prevent TIP and to 
care for people who have been victims of 
trafficking.

Anti-trAffiCking uPDAte

CambOdIa
WHI’s Assessment Center has cared 

for 364 girls since it opened in 2005. In 
the first half of 2008, the Center cared for 
103 girls and young women ranging from 
age 5 to 26. Most of the girls and young 
women are survivors of commercial 
sexual exploitation while the rest survived 
rape.  Residents of the Center receive safe 
housing in a home-like environment, and 
medical and mental health care including 
counseling and doctor visits. 

In February, the government of 
Cambodia put into effect the country’s 
new Law on Suppression of Human 
Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation, 
now providing authorities the power to 
investigate all forms of trafficking. The law 
is a powerful tool to prosecute traffickers 
and rescue victims of trafficking. 

WHI continues to fund and participate 
in Chab Dai, a coalition of Christian 
organizations dedicated to ending child 
sexual abuse and trafficking. Chab Dai has 
become the leading voice for awareness 
and education about child sexual abuse 
and trafficking in Cambodia.

HOng KOng
WHI’s Refuge for Women is a shelter 

for migrant domestic workers who have 
been abused or let go by their employers 
in Hong Kong. An average of 50 women 
per month benefit from the Shelter, staying 
there when they escape from an abusive 
employer, have been terminated suddenly, 
are ill and forced out of their employers 
home or face numerous other unfortunate 
challenges in their employment. From 
January through June 2008, 240 women 
resided in the shelter for two weeks or 
less.

Service at the shelter in Hong Kong

LIberIa
The Anti-Trafficking Prevention 

Program in Liberia originally began 

in 2004. In October 2007 WHI began 

implementation of a US Department of 

State funded intervention with partners 

the Salvation Army (TSA) and the Faith 

Alliance Against Slavery and Trafficking 

Self portrait 
by a girl in the 

center
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The manager of the FAAST program in Liberia 
conducting training on anti-human trafficking 

(FAAST). The project aims to provide 
emergency care for identified survivors 
of human trafficking; increase public 
awareness of human trafficking through 
communications, education and training; 
and to create anti-trafficking networks/
referral systems that link communities, 
law enforcement and service providers.  
Since the start of the project in Liberia, 
WHI has reached thousands nationwide, 
including stakeholders, community 
members, and local organizations.  

HIgHLIgHts frOm January 
tHrOugH June 2008:

In collaboration with TSA, WHI 
has launched 18 anti-trafficking 
community groups, teaching more 
than 170 community members how 
to identify, report and prevent human 
trafficking. 

WHI conducted a workshop for 
32 religious leaders in Monrovia, 
training leaders from different 
religions and denominations in order 
to raise anti-trafficking awareness 
among religious leaders and their 
numerous congregational members 
throughout. 

Increased investment by law 
enforcement in anti-trafficking 
activities this year has resulted in 
WHI designing an anti-trafficking 

•

•

•

training component for inclusion 
in the police academy curriculum 
to train Liberian police, including 
new recruits and existing officers. 
Additionally, the UN Police and 
the Liberian National Police (LNP) 
pledged to continue these efforts as 
a permanent part of LNP new recruit 
training. Thus far, nearly 300 officers 
have been trained. 

Programmatic activities began in 
Lofa County, the most vulnerable 
border area in Liberia.

sIerra LeOne
FAAST in Sierra Leone, a partnership 

between World Hope International 
and World Relief, has provided public 
awareness and education throughout 
the country, including communities and 
government institutions, as part of the 
FAAST Anti-Trafficking Program in 
Sierra Leone that began in 2004. 

Since 2007, FAAST has implemented 
a Rapid Response Project to address the 
needs of identified survivors of trafficking 
in Sierra Leone.  FAAST has identified 25 
survivors of trafficking thus far in 2008.

HIgHLIgHts frOm January 
tHrOugH June 2008:

FAAST has conducted over 40 live 
radio phone-in talk shows, including 
programs on: prostitution, victims 
of sexual exploitation, injustice 
for victims, child labor, child 
participation in decision making, and 
trafficking for sexual exploitation 
and prostitution.

FAAST has conducted Educational 
Round Table workshops aimed at 
educating organizations, media and 
government. From January-June, 278 
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•

•

participants have benefited from the 
trainings.

Strong efforts were made to inform 
Magistrates, Police Prosecutors, and 
Court Administrators about TIP, the 
Anti-Human Trafficking Act, and 
their roles in dealing with trafficking 
cases.  In all, 66 participants received 
one-day training and 540 Sierra Leone 
Police Officers were trained on TIP 
and the Anti-Human Trafficking Act. 

Fifteen Anti-Trafficking School 
Clubs were launched in this period – 
five clubs each in Freetown, Makeni, 
and Kailahun.  There are a total of 
300 members in 15 schools. 

The Ministry of Education, Youth and 
Sports, in conjunction with UNICEF, 
is developing curriculum modules on 
emerging issues to be used in Teacher 
Training colleges and primary 
schools.  FAAST has been the agency 
providing the content, resources, and 
expertise for writing the modules on 
Human Trafficking.

FAAST was one of the lead agencies 
on the steering committee and made 
a presentation on the TIP situation in 
Sierra Leone for the Regional Child 
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Protection Cross Border Meeting held 
in Sierra Leone during the first week 
of June.  The Cross Border Meeting 
was attended by representatives from 
governmental, non-governmental, 
and UN institutions from Guinea, 
Sierra Leone, and Liberia.

The training manual on TIP prepared 
for law enforcement has been 
presented to the Police Training 
School and has been accepted for 
use with the endorsement of the 
UNIOSIL advisor.  

sOutH afrICa
Implementation of the WHI Anti-

Trafficking Prevention Program for South 
Africa began in June 2007 with a program 
aimed at providing public awareness, 
capacity building of caregivers of 
trafficked survivors, and unique strategic 
partnerships. The program, implemented 
by WHI partner, World Hope South Africa 
(WHSA), has made numerous strides in 
2008.

HIgHLIgHts frOm January 
tHrOugH June 2008: 

In March, WHI and WHSA, in 
collaboration with the Girl Guides of 
South Africa, formally launched the 
National Badge Challenge on Human 
Trafficking. Over 24,000 Girl Guides 
are urged to earn an Anti-Trafficking 
badge by accomplishing numerous 
activities including educating family 
and friends on the issue, hosting 
presentations, designing anti-
trafficking materials and participating 
in anti-trafficking themed games and 
activities.

WHI and WHSA conducted the 
first in a series of “Community 
Conversations” aimed at spreading 
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awareness on human trafficking in 
informal, casual settings. The first, 
in March, took place at a hair salon 
in Johannesburg, sparking discussion 
between 30 women.

WHI, WHSA and TSA led a five-
day training of trainers on the Hands 
that Heal curriculum. A total of 21 
representatives from nine shelters 
and care centers, three churches and 
six organizations were trained.  

 WHI and WHSA have begun creating 
child-specific education materials 
to prevent child trafficking in South 
Africa. WHSA has conducted two 
focus groups since January, during 
which youth were educated about 
trafficking, and also asked for their 
input in the creation of child-specific 
materials.  

unIted states Of 
amerICa

The first half of 2008 brought 
numerous opportunities to bring attention 
to the global fight against human trafficking 
within the US. Five staff members from 
WHI’s anti-trafficking programs in 
Sierra Leone, Liberia and South Africa 
visited Washington, DC in June. The staff 
shared their experiences with churches, 
organizations and government while in 
DC, including two high profile events: A 
Congressional briefing with members of 
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Congress on Capitol Hill, and a brown 
bag luncheon at the US Department of 
State. 

In 2008, WHI also began large-scale 
implementation of a US-focused anti-
trafficking training initiative. The trainings 
are based on a comprehensive faith-based 
curriculum to train global caregivers 
who are frontline providers of aftercare 
for women, children and men that have 
been trafficked into the commercial sex 
industry. The curriculum, titled Hands 
That Heal: International Curriculum 
to Train Caregivers of Trafficking 
Survivors, is the result of a collaboration 
of more than 40 academicians and field 
practitioners from diverse backgrounds 
and organizations that address the needs 
of trafficked individuals. 

In collaboration with faith-based 
partners, WHI has facilitated four Hands 
That Heal Training of Trainers (TOTs) 
in the United States as of June 2008 in 
Virginia, Texas and Pennsylvania. These 
trainings have equipped 71 people to train 
others to care for trafficking survivors.

Banner from an anti-trafficking march in South Africa Ruth Ada Kamara talks with Congresswoman 
Thelma Drake at the Congressional briefing in June 2008


